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Important Dates in AugustImportant Dates in AugustImportant Dates in August   
  

 

August 7 

¶ Office closed  

           (Staff retreat off property) 

 

August 20 

¶ Backpack & Blanket Blessing @ 9:00am 

worship service 

 

August 21 

¶ YG Fundraiser @ Mackenzie River 

Pizza 

 

August 27 

¶ LCGS Preschool Open House 

 

August 31 

¶ LCGS Preschool Parent Orientation 
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 Good Shepherd will  be hosting Financial Peace University taught by Dave Ramsey on 
Wednesday evenings beginning September 20. Pastor Steve will be the coordinator for the class 
and work with participants as we learn these life-changing principles of money management.  
  
 Financial Peace University focuses on Godôs ways of handling money in a practical, step-by
-step process that helps anyone feel more in control of their financial future. Dave Ramsey has 
helped over 4 million people take control of their finances and become more generous people. 
  
 The nine-week class will meet in the Fireside Room on Wednesday evenings from 6:00pm 
ï 7:30 pm, the first class will be held September 20, 2017. This incorporates video curriculum 
taught by Dave Ramsey, and small-group discussions that encourages accountability and 
discipleship as together we learn some simple skills. 
 
 Please share this invitation with family and friends. Materials can be ordered online or 
through the church office. The cost is $99 per kit. An individual or couple can use one kit. 
 
 Pastor Steve will host a preview of the class on Sunday morning, August 27 at 10:15am 
and on Wednesday evening, August 30 at 6:00pm. Please register for the preview session by 
emailing pastorsteve@goodshepherdbillings.org .  
 

For more information talk with Pastor Steve or visit www.daveramsey.com and look at what the 
classes have to offer. 
 

  

 Route 66 Bible Study 
 
Route 66 resumes on September 7, 2017 at 10:00 am in 
the Fellowship Hall. Please invite friends and family 
members to come to class with you. Everyone is welcome 
and no prior experience or knowledge of the Bible is 
required. All that is needed is a curiosity about God and a 

willingness to learn. For more information call Pastor Steve (656-1080) or you 
can email questions to pastorsteve@goodshepherdbillings.org .   

mailto:pastorsteve@goodshepherdbillings.org
http://www.daveramsey.com
mailto:pastorsteve@goodshepherdbillings.org
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Please Pray For Our LCGS Members 
 

    Chuck & Solveig Avery, Leo Olson, Art Knudtson, Bunny Huvaere &  
 the family of  Marjorie Waller. 

Christikon Clips         
  

August 2017 
Information for our Congregations 
 

As you are reading this clip, we are readying for our last sessions of the season. 
We have hosted over 450 campers this season including developmentally disabled 
adults, youth, families, and adults. We would welcome scholarship gifts as you are able for a 
wonderful group of new campers! 
 

Our summer staff will be completing their stay with us and will soon be heading back to their lives 
outside of Christikon. 
 

We look forward to our congregational retreats scheduled this fall and there are still retreat times 
available to visit Christikon! Call Kerry in the office and reserve a time. 
 

We continue to ask for your prayers for those traveling to camp, our staff, and campers. 
 

Blessings to all of you who support Christikon with prayer, time, skills, and financially. We are 
grateful.  

 It is the mission of Christikon to awaken and nurture faith in Christñ  
exploring Godõs creation and the adventure of life together. 

 
CHRISTIKON ǒ   1108 24th Street West  ǒ  Billings, MT 59102  

                    ǒ 406-656-1969  ǒ  secretary@christikon.org 
     ǒ director@christikon.org ǒ www.christikon.org  

  Please Pray For Our Friends/Family  
 

Kali Youngblood (friend of Marlene Arney)  

Gary Nieskens (friend of Marlen Arney)  

Mandy Trangsrud (cousin of Marlene Arney)    

 Alex Walter (friend of Savanna Johnson)  

Nolan Bartholomew (friend of Paul Graff)  

Kelly Wunchel (friend of Creston Brookman)  

Lisa  (Robyn Willettõs sister) 

Ron Pecarina (friend of Janis Restad and LCGS)  

Chad (friend of Pam Willett)  

Kerry Wiedrich (son of Sally Fresonke)  

Merideth Redding (friend of Kreston Brookman)  

Brayden Blackford (friend of the Kroghõs) 

Gilbert Kirchhoff (father of Joanne Kugler)  

Bob Miller (friend of Adeline Schmidt)  

 

Jeremy Phillip (family or Rosalie Hickel)  

Myra Kirchhoff  (Mother of Joanne Kugler)  

Mattie Longie (great -granddaughter of Barbara Nickola)  

Gene Carlson (mother of Margit Thorndal)  

Marlene Schuttler (aunt of Cheryle Pittack)  

Sally Sterup (friend of Lisa Tryan)  

Marsha Delger (daughter of Coral Delger)  

Mel Wenko (granddaughter of Betty Teigen, &  

niece of Susan Teigen Cornelius)  

Kristi Benfit (friend of Vicki Olson Johnson)  

Wally Rollman (brother of Priscilla Schmidt)  

Dewey Ellertson (Norm Ellertsonõs brother) 

Jan Hilliard (friend of Frank & Mary Hemphill)  

Dennis Bar (friend of Kerry Ellertson)  

Dennis Iverson (son of LaVonne Iverson)  

Please Pray For Our Serving Members of the Armed Forces 
 

        Jake Amsden (nephew of Jean & Delton Christman) 

Randall Syring (son of Lyle& Lisa Stahl)    Michael Kenaley (son of Jim & Phyllis Kenaley)  

Jeremy Kugler (son of Jay & Joanne Kugler)    Brian E Blackwell   (son of Gene & Carol Blackwell)

Cody Fazio (grandson of Lowell & Janet Dunlop)   Erik Fritz  (son of Charles & Joan Fritz)  

Adam Hagenston (son of Dennis & Kit Hagenston)   Alec Vines (grandson of Marie Brendal)   
Derek Christenen  (grandson of Cliff & Pat Thomsen, son of Charlotte & Peter Christensen)  
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Youth Gathering 2018:    
  

   Mackenzie River Pizza!   
On Monday, August 21, you can 
enjoy lunch, dinner, or take out 
and raise money for our youth 
for the 2018 ELCA Youth 
Gathering! What a deal! The 
youth will receive a percentage of all sales throughout 
the day accompanied by our LCGS coupon. We will 
have the coupons available here at the church in the 
weeks prior to the 21st.  
 

  Golf Tournament 
Team BGTF is hosting a 4-5 person team Golf Scramble 
Fund Raiser on Sunday, September 24, at Par 3 Golf 
Course. There will be flag prizes, mulligans, youth 
caddies available for  ñhireò for the day, and a BBQ 
following at the church. Cost is $50 per person (limited 
space available). Get your team together and register 
with Ed Ellertson (670-8894) or email him at 
kerrandedellertson@yahoo.com. 
 The congregation is welcome to attend the BBQ 
following the tournament to celebrate the winners. 
Burgers, hot dogs and condiments will be provided. We 
ask all who join us to please bring a salad or dessert to 
share.  
 

Sunday School:  
   

  Help wanted; Assistant Sunday School Coordinator 
(5 hrs/week) 
Qualifications include a passion for Sunday School, 
education, and sharing a living faith with the children of 
this congregation. Must have strong organizational skills 
and truly believe in this ministry. 
Duties to include: 
¶  Plan & organize Rally Day activities 
¶  Plan & organize Sunday School Christmas 
program 

¶  Plan & organize Spaghetti Dinner 
¶  Set up & take down weekly activities/projects 
For more information or questions, please contact Lori 
Wilson (697-1882). 
 

LCGS Preschool: 
 

  Summer Update 
The summer has gone by 
quickly and we are anxiously 
awaiting the arrival of our 
preschoolers back to the 
classroom. It is amazing how 
quiet it is in the summer 
months!  

 

I am happy to share that from the Butter Braid fundraiser 
we were able to purchase the following items: 
7 new tables 
2 shelving units for the wooden blocks  
6 shelving units to use in the learning centers 
A wooden table/with four chairs for the dramatic play 
area  

A stand up mirror for our dramatic play area  
2 stand-up book shelves 

We are very excited and feeling truly blessed to have 
these new items for the children. Once again, thank you 
for supporting our preschool. Please stop by and take a 
look!    ~Lisa Brandt, Preschool Director 
 

  Open House 
We will be hosting a ñMeet and Greetò Open House on 
Sunday, August 27 from 12:00pm -2:00pm. This is an 
opportunity for the families to meet the staff, pastors, 
board members, each other and to check out the new 
furniture. I am sure the families will be pleased to see 
what the Butter Braid fundraiser proceeds provided. 
 

  Orientation  
Parent Orientation for the preschool will be on Thursday, 
August 31 from 6:00pm-7:00pm in the Fellowship Hall. 
Childcare will not be provided for the meeting. 
 

  First Day of Preschool 
Our doors will open to bright smiling faces on Tuesday, 
September 5 as we welcome our 2 day 3-year-old class 
in the morning and the 4 day Pre-K class in the 
afternoon.  
 

 Job Opportunity  
The preschool is seeking to hire a Lead Teacher for the 
3 day morning session. Qualifications include the 
following: 
§ A bachelorôs degree in Early Childhood Education or 
related field 

§ The minimum educational requirement is a CDA 
credential plus 120 hours of approved ECE training. 

§ At least two years of successful early childhood 
teaching experience 

Please deliver a r®sum® to the church office to the 
attention of Lisa Brandt, Preschool Director or email one 
to preschool@goodshepherdbillings.org if you are 
interested in this position. 

   

  Tuition Assistance 
We understand the expense of preschool can be a strain 
on a familyôs budget. Helping families in need reduce 
their cost through financial assistance is an important 
part of our preschool program, yet we have limited funds 
available. Those in need of assistance with tuition are 
requested to provide a letter explaining your financial 
circumstances. This will be reviewed by the Preschool 
Board. Applications are available in the preschool and 
the church office. 

Youth 

mailto:preschool@goodshepherdbillings.org


 
 

 

 

 

 

LCGS Softball:   We Are the Champions! 

 On July 10 our LCGS team played in the tournaments 

resulting in winning first place!!  (Final score 11-10). 

Congratulations to all!  

 

Family Promise: 
       

     LCGS will be hosting families September 24ï30.  
 

 Good Shepherd partners with 26 Billings 
congregations who together provide temporary housing 
to 3-4 homeless families as they make the transition to 
permanent housing. In a truly ecumenical cooperative 
effort, Good Shepherd along with St. Patrickôs Co-
Cathedral and the Congregation Beth Aaron host the 
Family Promise families during the weeks LCGS is the 
ñhomeò church.   
 Family Promise works with many other families, 
too, helping find temporary or permanent housing and 
employment. Many are fully employed and actively 
saving and planning for a self-sufficient future. While the 
families are with Family Promise they are able to receive 
counseling and training, giving them a chance to reclaim 
independence and gain new hope for a better life.   
 Look for the sign-up board in the narthex in mid-
August and give yourself the opportunity to share 
positive moments with these families in transition. There 
are many service opportunities during that week, from 
helping with the set-up and take-down of the family 
rooms, shopping, doing laundry, providing and hosting 
meals, hosting evenings, or spending a night as our 
overnight hosts. Prayerfully consider how you can be a 
part of this important in-church service ministry during 
Good Shepherdôs Family Promise week. All can 
volunteer; individuals, families, even groups wanting a 
fulfilling service project.  
 For more information contact Gene Blackwell  
(cell 672-4750) or email blckwellbresnan@gmail.com.  
Donôt hesitate to call, e-mail, text, or leave a message if 
you are interested in helping, or if you have questions or 
concerns.    
  ~Gene Blackwell, LCGS Family Promise Coordinator 

 
Keenagers: All retirees are welcome! 
 

                              Keenagers meetings resume September 1. 
    

Retirees of the Lutheran Church of the Good Shepherd 
will meet Friday, September 1 at 11:30am at St Johnôs. 
All retirees are invited to come for lunch, enjoy the 
program, and join in good fellowship. Please sign-up at 
the kiosk in the narthex. Registration is due by Friday, 
August 25 in order to ensure an accurate guest list. Cost 
is $8.00 per person. For more information call Adeline 
Schmidt at 652-1738. 

 

Pedometer Challenge:  

 July 30th we had the first LCGS Pedometer 
competition drawing for a Charge 2 Fitbit. Make sure that 
you write down your steps on the form posted in the 
narthex so that you are included in the next drawing.   
 

Exchange Students Need Families:  

   Youth for Understanding student exchange is 
looking for host families for the 2017-2018 academic 
school year. Host families provide room, board, and 
guidance for a teenager living thousands of miles from 
home. Couples, single parents, and families with or 
without children in their homes are all encouraged to 
apply. The exchange students arrive from their home 
country shortly before the school year begins. Each 
Youth for Understanding student is fully insured, brings 
their own spending money, and expects to bear his/her 
share of the household responsibilities, as well as be 
included in normal activities and lifestyles. If you are 
interested in opening your home to a young person from 
abroad, please contact JoRae Sarsten (656-2965) or at 
jsars10@aol.com. Please visit www.YFU-USA.org for 
more information.   
 

Volunteers Needed:  
 

  Senior Independence Hospice  
Volunteers are an indispensable part of any hospice 
program. The federal government recognizes the 
importance of volunteers in hospice care by requiring 
Medicare-approved hospices to utilize volunteers from 
their community. At Senior Independence Hospice (a 
program of St. Johnôs Lutheran Ministries), volunteers 
enrich the quality of life for our hospice patients and their 
families.  Volunteers provide companionship, friendly 
visiting, letter writing, errands, shared hobbies (and 
more!) with our patients. In the office, volunteers assist 
with clerical duties and administrative tasks. No task is 
too big or too small, the most important thing is to just 
"be there" for patients, hold a hand, offer a smile, or just 
listen. It is not easy work, but the personal rewards are 
enormous. The strength and courage of patients provide 
a constant source of inspiration. To volunteer or if you 
would like more information, call Angela (655-5800) or 
email Agardner@sjlm.org. 
 

  CASA (Court Appointed Special Advocates) 

The success of our future depends on the wellbeing of 

our children, but in Montana they are among the most 

vulnerable in our communities. Statewide, the number of 

children entering foster care due to abuse or neglect in 

recent years has skyrocketed. In Yellowstone County, 

the number of children removed from their home has 

increased drastically from 182 in 2014 to an astonishing 

531 in 2016. Despite the enormity of these statistics, our   
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Cindy Husby, President       

Jim Iverson, Vice President         

Jan Bechtold, Secretary  

LaMona Berry, Exec. Council  

Ed Ellertson, Exec. Council 

Angela Merrin, Exec. Council 

Pam Milne Before    

Carol Blackwell      

Megan Bloom 

Loretta Herren    

Darian Kuntz      

Janet Mullaney     

LCGS Church Council Members 

с 

Correspondence 
 

If you would prefer to receive your LCGS news 

via email, please contact the church office. For 

those that move, change email addresses, or 

change phone numbers, please be sure to let 

the church office know so that we can keep 

your household information current. 

(CASA continued) 
 

children are more than numbers, and each one 

deserves a voice. You could be that voice by becoming 

a volunteer Court Appointed Special Advocate, with 

CASA of Yellowstone County. Our next New Advocate 

training begins in August. Give us a call at 259-1233 or 

visit our website at YellowstoneCASA.org to learn more 

about our upcoming information sessions and how you 

can make a difference in the life of an abused or 

neglected child. 

  
  Help the Community 
The Red Cross is hosting a ñMeet & Greetò to share 
what they do for the community in disaster situations, 
introduce you to current volunteers and staff, and learn 
the ways our volunteers made a difference in the lives 
of those affected by disaster. There is no obligation, just 
learn and then share the information with those you 
think would benefit from volunteering their talents. With 
wildfire season upon us, additional volunteers are going 
to be needed in order to be prepared. With your help, 
we can ensure the Red Cross is ready. 
               
  Date: August 5, 2017 
            Time: 10a-2p  
            Where: Billings Public Library (510 N Broadway) 

 
WELCA:  
 Our August action project is assembling school 
items for children at the Womenôs and Childrenôs 
shelter. School items are already out in most stores and 
on sale so itôs a great time to stock up. Items needed 
are as follow: 
  pencils with erasers  notebooks 
 ruled loose leaf paper  blunt scissors 
 Crayons & markers  erasers 
 plastic rulers   pencil sharpeners  
Donations may be left in the bin in the narthex. 

 
Ministries for August: 
  

   Care Offering: Christikon 

Food Bank: Canned & boxed meals 

 

Kitchen & Fellowship Hall: 
 For those requesting use of the Fellowship Hall 
for events, we have a large variety of decorations 
available for use. Everyone is welcome to use these 
items to decorate for your event. For parties using the 
kitchen, we do request that any left over food be sent 
home with guests or the coordinators. Many items left 
behind go to waste. If you want to leave items for 
church use, please make a note on the item along with 
a date and inform the church office. We appreciate your 
cooperation. 

 

Prayer Shawls: 
 The LCGS Prayer Shawl Ministry is providing 
prayer shawls to Compassus Hospice, formerly Rocky 
Mountain Hospice, for their patients and families. Due 
to the volume needed, the Prayer Shawl Ministry is 
asking for additional volunteers to make shawls. 
Patterns are available, along with cards that are sent to 
the recipients of the shawls. If you are able  to make 
shawls or have questions contact Nancy Morris. This is 
a very important ministry for those who receive the 
shawls. Anyone who has had family in hospice care 
understands the comfort a Prayer Shawl can bring 
when faced with the end of lifeôs journey.  
 
 



 
 т 

Spend an evening celebrating 50 years of ministry
@ MSU Billings  - City College Campus

Oct. 6th 2017

Keynote speaker                 Gourmet Dining                Silent Auction
Bishop Oliveto

More details: unitedcampusministry.blogspot.com

UCM provides pastoral care, spiritual grounding, and inspiring messages to both sustain 
and empower the students at MSUB to exemplify what it means to love our neighbors. 


